Town of Marion 
Special Council Meeting
September 25, 2026
The Marion Town Council met @ 5:00 PM, Friday, September 25, 2026, for a special council meeting @ the Marion Fire Station Conference Room.  In attendance were Mayor Danny A. Smith, Town Clerk Margie Albritton, Assistant Clerk Cheryl Geoghagan, Alderwoman Rhonda Davis, Alderman Mark Andrews, Alderman Bubba Hoggatt, Alderwoman Tina Harris, and Alderman Channing Washington. Absent were Chief of Police Montral Ferguson and Water and Wastewater Management Supervisor Jamarrio Rowland.  
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 5:01 pm. Mayor Smith asked Alderwoman Rhonda Davis to lead the invocation. Mayor Smith led the pledge. Mayor Smith made the announcement that this meeting and future meetings will be recorded. Mayor Smith opened up the floor for the public comments section. Mayor Smith stated that anyone who wishes to make public comments will need to sign up and provide contact information. There will be a three-minute comment limit for each person. A guest in attendance requested to make some public comments concerning the Mayor’s pay adjustment and the budget. The guest requested that the council please consider the citizens when making decisions before increases are made.
Alderwoman Rhonda Davis made the motion to approve the agenda, and Alderman Bubba Hoggatt offered the second. All approved.
Mayor Smith stated that in New Business, Item #1:  Introduce Mayor’s Salary Adjustment. Mayor Smith stated that Town Attorney Joe Cusimano stated that we must introduce, advertise, and approve the mayor's pay adjustment to correct the 2025 audit finding. Alderwoman Rhonda Davis stated that she introduces the ordinance to increase the mayor’s salary to ($1000.00) per month, as outlined in (Ordinance No. 26-02: An Ordinance Fixing the Compensation of the Mayor.) No further vote has occurred, and this will be pending for the October 13th Business Meeting after a 1-week publication in the Bernice Banner.
Item #2 on the agenda: Discuss and decide on the necessary revenue amount.  Mayor Smith stated that the town council has only increased utility rates $15.00 in the past eight years. Mayor Smith called for another Special Council meeting at the Town Hall to discuss this item. Alderman Mark Andrews made a motion to add a Special Meeting on Thursday, October 1, 2026, at 5:30 pm to continue the discussion on the rate. This was seconded by Alderwoman Rhonda Davis, and all approved.
Alderman Bubba Hoggatt made a motion to amend the agenda to change the date of the next Regular Council Meeting from October 20th to Tuesday, October 13, 2026, at 7:00 pm. This change is proposed because the Town Clerk will be out of town for training the week of October 20th.  This was seconded by Alderwoman Tina Harris and all approved. The notice of the new meeting date of Tuesday, October 13th, 2026, will be advertised in the town's official journal.
Mayor Smith stated that there will be Music at the Gazebo Park on Saturday, October 17th, 2026, at 5:00 pm. Alderman Channing Washington made the motion to adjourn, and this was seconded by Councilman Mark Andrews. All approved. The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm.
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