                                              TOWN OF MARION
                                     REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
                                            SEPTEMBER 15, 2026
 The regular monthly Marion Town Council Meeting convened @ 7 pm, Tuesday, September 15, 2026 @ the Marion Fire Station Conference Room. In attendance were Mayor Danny A. Smith, Council Members Mark Andrews, Channing Washington, Tina Harris, Rhonda Davis, and Bubba Hoggatt. Also in attendance were Town Clerk Margie Albritton, Assistant Clerk Cheryl Geoghagan, Police Chief Montral Ferguson, and Public Works Employee, Jacob Lemoine. Guests who were invited to attend the Town Council meeting and provide updates included Water/Wastewater Consultant Keith Jesselink, Engineer Bob Myers, and Griffin Granger. Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and asked Councilman Bubba Hoggatt to lead the prayer and Councilwoman Rhonda Davis to lead the pledge.  Mayor Smith opened the floor to any public comments requested by the guests in attendance. No comments were made by the guests. A motion was made by Rhonda Davis and seconded by Bubba Hoggatt to approve the agenda. All approved. 
The financials were reviewed by the Council members. The Town Clerk provided a complete listing of the monthly bills for all accounts and a copy of the budget. A motion was made by Mark Andrews to approve the financials, and this was seconded by Rhonda Davis. All approved. A motion was made by Rhonda Davis to approve the August 18th, 2026 Regular Business Meeting minutes and the September 9th Special Meeting minutes. This was seconded by Bubba Hoggatt, and the motion carried; all approved. 
Mayor Smith introduced guest Engineer Bob Myers to the council to review the DEQ/LITA Corp Grant conceptual plan. A requirement of the grant is to approve the Hardy Andrews with Foley & Judell Bonding resolution. Bob Myers stated that the LITA Corp grant is a 1.5 million dollar No Match Grant. The Grant can include funds up to 2.5 million dollars and anything used over the 1.5 million no matching funds would be considered a loan. The Grant will be used to make repairs to the Sewer system and Pump Station rehabilitation.  Bob also stated that we are required to do a rate study for this project because the government will want to be sure that the project is sustainable and can stand on its own after completion. Bubba Hoggatt made a motion to accept the Intent to publish the Resolution request for the State of Louisiana to issue Taxable Sewer Revenue Bonds in the name of the Town for this project. This was seconded by Tina Harris. Yeas: Bubba Hoggatt, Mark Andrews, Channing Washington, Rhonda Davis, and Tina Harris. Nays: None. The intent to publish this resolution passed. Mayor Smith stated that next month we can apply for the LCDBG Sewer Grant. Our system is 55-60 years old.
Under Old Business, Mayor Smith stated that Jeff Maxwell will let us know once the 2025 audit has been approved. A Special Events Ordinance was introduced previously. The Special Event Ordinance will ensure the citizens are kept safe and that we can provide the needed security for special events.  Councilman Channing Washington made the motion to accept the Special Events Ordinance. This was seconded by Mark Andrews. All approved.
Mayor Smith updated the council on the Handbook changes. Councilwoman Rhonda Davis made a motion to approve the handbook changes, and this was seconded by Tina Harris. All approved
Mayor Smith announced that no funding was obligated for Phase II of the Water Sector Program applications submitted for this fiscal year.
Mayor Smith introduced Ordinance 2026-02 for the Mayor's pay raise adjustment that was included in the 2025 Budget. Council members decided to table the discussion on the Mayor's pay increase Ordinance 2026-02. Yeas: Bubba Hoggatt, Mark Andrews, Rhonda Davis, Tina Harris, and Channing Washington. Nays: None. Discussion was tabled for next meeting.
Mayor Smith proposed hiring Kevin Ferguson as a part-time sanitation route hopper to fill the open position due to James Ford's resignation. Kevin will be paid a flat rate of $75.00 per week as a sanitation route hopper. Councilman Mark Andrews made a motion to accept Kevin Ferguson's position as Sanitation Route Hopper at a $75.00 flat rate. Tina Harris seconded the motion, and the motion carried. All approved.


Water/Wastewater Consultant Keith Jesselink was invited to provide a Public Works report. Findings in the bi-annual Inspection report have all been addressed and corrected. Letters have been mailed out today to the addresses required to have a Carbon Filter.
Mayor Smith requested approval to rename the title for Jamarrio Rowland to Public Works Supervisor and the title for Jacob LeMoine to Parks, Recreation, Buildings and Sanitation Supervisor. The council decided to table the discussion for this title change until the next meeting. Mark Andrews, Bubba Hoggatt, Channing Washington, and Tina Harris all voted to table the discussion. Councilwoman Rhonda Davis sustained her vote. Discussion was tabled until next meeting.
Mayor Smith proposed to allow Jacob LeMoine to drive a town truck home. This would allow him to respond from his home when needed. Bubba Hoggatt made a motion to approve letting Jacob LeMoine drive a town truck home. This was seconded by Rhonda Davis. All Approved.
Mayor Smith made a proposal for the Town Clerk, Margie Albritton, to be approved to attend LMA Clerk training from October 19 – October 23, 2026. Mark Andrews made a motion to accept, and this was seconded by Tina Harris. All approved.
Mayor Smith proposed closing out the MSB account # ending 2038 for the LCDBG and opening another account to move these funds to. Mark Andrews made a motion to accept closing the account and moving to another account number for the LCDBG funds. Bubba Hoggatt seconded the motion, and all approved. Motion carried.
Mayor Smith stated that the Utility rates will be discussed at another time with the council members. Mayor Smith stated that 9 tickets were collected for Traffic Court. A meeting was held with Conexon at the fire station on 08/25/26. This meeting was just an informational meeting for the mayor and the water department to exchange contact information with Conexon. There will be a music event on Saturday, October 17, 2026, at 5:00 pm in Gazebo Park featuring Jim Rhodes. Reppond Loop was the only street discussed with damaged street signs. No other reporting for missing street signs. Streetlight Outages were reported in front of the Methodist church and the Baptist Church. No further updates from the Police Department, Garbage Department, or the Water/Sewer Department.
Mark Andrews made a motion for the Town Clerk to continue to pay the bills. This was seconded by Rhonda Davis and all approved.
No further closing comments were given. Councilman Channing Washington made the motion to adjourn. This was seconded by Rhonda Davis and all approved. Motion carried at 8:27 pm

 Danny A. Smith, Mayor
Marjorie L. Albritton, Town Clerk
