                                              TOWN OF MARION
                                     REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
                                            AUGUST 18, 2026
 The regular monthly Marion Town Council Meeting convened @ 7 pm, Tuesday, August 18, 2026 @ the Marion Fire Station Conference Room. In attendance were Mayor Danny A. Smith, Council Members Mark Andrews, Channing Washington, Tina Harris & Bubba Hoggatt. Councilwoman Rhonda Davis was absent. Also in attendance were Town Clerk Margie Albritton, Assistant Clerk Cheryl Geoghagan, Police Chief Montral Ferguson, and Public Works Employee, Jacob Lemoine. Guests who attended the Town Council meeting included members of the Marion Fire Department, along with Fire Chief Addison Akers, Jacob Lemoine's family members, and Water/Wastewater Consultant Keith Jesselink. Mayor Smith called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm and asked Keith Jesselink to lead the prayer and Fire Chief Addison Akers to lead the pledge.  Mayor Smith opened the floor to any public comments requested by the guests in attendance. Mayor Smith reported on two important projects that have been in the works for several years. One is a 5.5 million dollar Upper Ouachita Wildlife Refuge Visitor’s Center. This project includes a visitor center, five cabins, ATV hookups, a camping site, a playground area, walking trails, and bird-watching areas. This project has the support of federal officials and Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser. The second one is a Louisiana Capital project for a new town hall/event center complex. This project is classified as a Priority 5, and $700,000.00 in funding has already been appropriated for this project. No further comments were made from the public. A motion was made by Bubba Hoggatt and seconded by Mark Andrews to approve the agenda. All approved. 
The financials were reviewed by the Council members. The Town Clerk provided a complete listing of the monthly bills for all accounts and a copy of the budget. A motion was made by Bubba Hoggatt to approve the financials, and this was seconded by Channing Washington. All approved. A motion was made by Channing Washington to approve the July 21, 2026 meeting minutes. This was seconded by Mark Andrews, and the motion carried; all approved. 

Under Old Business, Mayor Smith provided an Annexation update and stated that all the people included in the Town Annexation originally said yes, but there were two families who later came back and said no. After the annexation process is completed, the Marion City limits will be extended to the Hwy 33/Tiger Bend Road intersection.
Mayor Smith updated the council on the Handbook changes. The mayor has added funeral leave for immediate family and a few other changes. A copy of the handbook was provided to the council members, and Mayor Smith asked the council to take the copy home to review. We will have a final review of any further changes at the September 15, 2026 Council Meeting.
A motion was made by Channing Washington to list the 2003 trash truck for $5000.00 as a LAMATS minimum bid. This was seconded by Mark Andrews and all approved. The mayor is working with the insurance company to have these two vehicles removed from our insurance coverage. An update was given on the Utility Franchise Fees by the mayor. Conexon Connect reported that they are exempt from paying Utility Franchise fees by the federal government, and they will provide a document for verification purposes. The mayor is still working with Bright Speed's legal department and waiting on a callback. Claiborne Electric provides us 4%, and Delta Utilities does not expire for 30 years.
The mayor reminded the council members of the Financial Disclosure report that was due in May. Councilmen can contact the La Board of Ethics to see if their report was turned in.
The mayor recognized and congratulated Public Works Employee Jacob Lemoine for obtaining his CDL license. Jacob will begin driving the garbage route solo on Tuesday, August 25, 2026. Public Works Supervisor Jamarrio Rowland has received his Level I certification and is currently signed up to attend a Treatment Certification class in Ruston.
The mayor advised the council of the BIDCO Banquet for the Town of Bernice. Town of Bernice has always been supportive of the Town of Marion, and the town has reserved a table to attend this Banquet. This is for a celebration of America's 250th birthday, with the Victory Belles performing. Bubba Hoggatt made a motion to approve the reservation of the table for the BIDCO Banquet, and this was seconded by Channing Washington. All approved. A motion was made by Bubba Hoggatt to begin audio recording the Town Council Meetings. This was seconded by Channing Washington, and all approved. The mayor reported that he met with the LRWA leaders at the LMA conference in Monroe, and they are developing a plan for Rio and Jacob to get all the required certifications needed.
Water/Wastewater Consultant Keith Jesselink was invited to provide an update on the LDH findings for the town. Several deficiencies were found, and some have already been corrected. Bob Myers is asking for an extension on adding the Backflow Preventers. We also have another well (4) in town that has not been running, and we are working to get it back in service. It was reported that it will cost $2000.00 per valve, and the town needs 2. The mayor is checking with our insurance company to see if this will be covered by them since the damage was caused by the last Ice Storm event.
We are tabling the discussion on making financial adjustments to the 2026 Budget until next month, when everything can be reviewed. The mayor called attention to Jamarrio Rowland attending the LRWA Operator Certification training on Sept 25 in Ruston. The cost is $350.00. Mark Andrews made a motion to approve Jamarrio attending this training, and this was seconded by Tina Harris. All approved.
Mayor Smith provided an update on the Traffic Court held on August 14, 2026. 9 people were on the docket; 3 paid early, 1 came to court, and the other 5 will receive a failure-to-appear notice. There were no Street light outages reported. We currently have 2 street signs that need to be repaired, and it was reported that Maroney St. also has a damaged street sign. No updates were given from the Police Department or the Garbage Department. There were no further updates from the Water Department.
Mark Andrews made a motion for the Town Clerk to continue to pay the bills. This was seconded by Bubba Hoggatt and all approved.
Mayor Smith asked if there were any further comments. Councilwoman Tina Harris and Councilman Bubba Hoggatt reported that there is Brown Water on Alice St, Kennedy St, and Main St. Keith Jesselink stated that this could happen if a resident does not flush out their water tank. The Water Department is going to investigate these reports to rule out any issues.
No further closing comments were given. Mayor Smith announced he has decided to retire after 43 years of public service. Bubba Hoggat made a motion to adjourn, and this was seconded by Channing Washington. All approved.

 Danny A. Smith, Mayor
Marjorie L. Albritton, Town Clerk
